[Fibronectin and the human spleen].
Fibronectins are glycoproteins with a function of molecular glue. The aim of the study is to encourage interest in processes in extracellular matrix of the spleen. Undigested cryostat or formol-paraffin sections and commercially available antibodies were used. We were mostly successful in extracellular localization of fibronectin in trabeculae, vessel walls and lamellae of circumferent reticulum of periarterial lymphatic sheaths and in the ring fibres of the sinuses. Changes in the amount of fibronectin occurred, for example, in circulation disturbances. In hereditary spherocytosis the ring fibres were reduced. Increase of fibronectin can suggest the development of fibrosis.